
Brady
840 First St. NE Ste. 400
Washington, DC 20002

Testimony of Ramya Swami, State Policy Manager, Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence
Support for HB 4945 & HB 4946 Before the House Criminal Justice Committee

September 26th, 2023

Dear Chair Hope, Vice-Chair Andrews and Distinguished Members of the House Criminal Justice
Committee,

Founded in 1974, Brady works across Congress, courts, and communities, uniting gun owners and
non-gun owners alike to end America’s gun violence epidemic. Our organization today carries the name
of Jim Brady, who was shot and severely injured in the assassination attempt on President Ronald Reagan.
Jim and his wife, Sarah, led the fight to pass federal legislation requiring background checks for gun
sales. Brady continues to uphold Jim and Sarah’s legacy by uniting Americans across the country in the
fight to prevent gun violence. There are evidence-based policy solutions that we know will help to prevent
gun violence in Michigan.

The epidemic of gun violence reaches communities in Michigan every day. The statistics speak for
themselves: every 7 hours, someone in Michigan is killed by gun violence, with an average of 1,333
people dying yearly from gun violence.1 Michigan elected officials must prioritize the safety and
well-being of Michiganders by enacting and implementing proactive, research-informed policy solutions
that prevent gun violence, save lives, and spare entire communities from loss, trauma and cycles of
violence. One firearm death is one too many and Michigan can do more – like pass HB 4945 & HB 4946
– to save the lives of its citizens.

Support for HB 4945 & HB 4946: Protecting Victims and Survivors of Domestic Violence

Between 2015 and 2019, an average of 556 women across the country were killed by a husband or male
dating partner with a gun each year.2 Black women in the US are disproportionately the victims of fatal
domestic violence with firearms: In 2019, Black women in the US accounted for 58% of women shot and
killed by a husband or intimate acquaintance.3 Further, a male abuser’s direct access to a gun dramatically
increases — by more than 1,100% — the likelihood that intimate partner violence he commits will
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become fatal.4 An analysis of domestic violence reports in 2016 showed that about 4.5 million American
women reported that an intimate partner had threatened them with a gun.5

The consequences of gaps in America’s gun laws hit home for many women living in the United States:
American women are 16 times more likely to be killed with a gun than their peers in other high-income
countries,6 and many domestic violence victims and survivors deal with the terrifying reality that their
abusers still have access to guns. In 2022, the federal Bipartisan Safer Communities Act closed the
“boyfriend loophole” and added convicted domestic abusers in dating relationships to the federal NICS
background check system. Earlier this year, Michigan lawmakers made strides towards creating a safer
environment by requiring these background checks for all purchases and transfers of firearms. Despite
these improvements, there is still more work to be done to prevent violent domestic abusers in possession
of a gun from putting abuse victims at risk every single day.

What These Bills Do

HB 4945 & HB 4946 close the gap in state law and will provide a crucial tool for victims and survivors of
domestic violence to be able to protect themselves. These bills prohibit individuals who have been
convicted of domestic violence offenses from purchasing or possessing firearms within the State until 8
years after all fines are paid, terms of imprisonment for the offense are served and probation conditions
are satisfied - an increase in protection from the 5 year prohibition in the federal law. These bills also
prohibit the subject of a domestic violence restraining order from purchasing or possessing a firearm until
the termination of the order. These bills will save lives.

Conclusion

Domestic violence is a tragic reality for far too many that is exponentially more lethal in the U.S. than in
other industrialized countries because of unfettered access to firearms. The absence of state laws that are
proven to protect against domestic violence-related homicides leaves victims and survivors of domestic
violence in Michigan in extreme danger. Marginalized and vulnerable communities are disproportionately
impacted and threatened because of systemic issues increasing their vulnerability to domestic violence. If
passed, these bills would have a tangible impact in the lives of those at risk.

We respectfully urge your support of HB 4945 & HB 4946 so Michigan may prioritize the safety of those
exposed to domestic violence.

Sincerely,
Ramya Swami
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